CHARLOTTESVILLE AREA VOLLEYBALL HOSTS TOURNAMENT AT MEM GYM

CAV hosted 2 days of Junior Olympic volleyball tournaments at UVa’s Memorial Gym on March 4+5, 2006.  

The 15’s Gold Diggers finished in a tie for 3rd place in the overall tournament 
after finishing second in their pool with a record of 7-2.  Their run at the tournament Championship was ended in the semifinals of the playoffs by the eventual tournament Champions from Roanoke.  The Gold Diggers were led in hitting by Kara Elder and Laura Gomez while Erin Stanley, Elder, and Gomez also were the leading passers.  Brittany Parnell and Lena Shi paced the team in assists while Kayla Walker, Sarah Deal, and Emily Strauss were strong blocking forces at the net.  The Gold Diggers return to action at the Shamrock Tournament next weekend in Salem-Roanoke.
The Black Ice 15’s hit the courts Saturday March 4 at UVA Memorial Gym. Freshman Emily Inzana led the team with 5 aces on the afternoon, with 8th graders Jayne Olinger and Kaitlin Driver serving one a piece. Claire Barry, Jessica Agee, and Driver led the team's offense with their passing and digs. Inzana and Olinger fired up the offensive game with assists that contributed to the team's 21 kills. Katie Shifflett led the Black Ice with 5 kills, with Cally Troutman and Heather Chen following with 4 a piece, Kate Puryear and Inzana with 3, and Olinger following with 2. Sydney Aichs, Inzana, and Puryear also contributed to the teams blocking game.

CAVC 17's Pink Pumas competed in the UVA tournament on March 5th at Memorial Gymnasium at the University of Virginia.  The team finished second on their net in pool play with a 6-2 record in games.  They fell to the Fredericksburg 17 Elite team in the semi-finals of the 
tournament to turn in their best performance of the season.  Laura Stankovic and Megan Williams led the team in kills with Jia Liu dishing out 43 assists.  Kate Kauffman and Katie Tubridy were the team leaders in digs, Laura Ortiz had the high number of aces while Victoria Yensho served 100% for the day.  The Pink Puma team will be in action next on March 25th at the James River High School tournament.

Synergy 16’s finished second in the sixteen and under tournament with an overall record of 7-2 for the day.  They tied for first place and lost to Roanoke in a one game play-off.  Tori Woolheater broke the team record with eleven kills in one game.  Allison Otis and Angela Fulks also led the team in kills.   Kathleen Doyle led the team in assists. Aja Linton and Jessica Bell led Synergy in digs.  During the final playoff match Liz Grogan and Kaila Greco dominated the net against the Roanoke Juniors. Kaila Greco and Aja Linton led the team in service aces.  Synergy preformed their best so far this season on their home court.  
The CAVC 16 COLLISION took to the court for the first time on February 25, competing at Mary Baldwin College in Staunton.  Despite an early injury, the team used strong serving, timely hitting and a solid defense to make the day a success.

In their first match of the year, COLLISION swept a scrappy Blue Ridge team, 3 sets to none to open play.  Playing in back-to-back matches, the CAVC girls then split 1 set to 2 with the Beastettes from Blacksburg.  With a 4-2 record in pool play, COLLISION found themselves tied for first in the pool.

In the playoffs, the team faced an aggressive VMVC club.  Collision got off to a slow start, but struggled to a 26-24 win in the first set.  However, that was as far as the club could go, dropping the next 2 sets to see their day come to an end.

COLLISION returned to action on Saturday, March 4.  However, due to a scheduling conflict, the team traveled to Fredericksburg short handed.  With only 6 girls available to play, the squad opened against host team Fredericksburg.  Despite keeping both sets close, COLLISION dropped both, 25 -18 and 25 – 21.  

In their second match, the girls faced eventual tournament winner Shore Break Juniors.  Though they battled throughout, they were unable to match the squad from the beach area and fell to 0 – 4 for the day.  It wasn’t until the 6th set of the day that team put together a run, crushing the COT squad 25 – 7 to finally get into the win column.  However, Heart of Virginia, out of the Lynchburg area, dashed any hopes the COLLISION group had of making the day a success by taking both sets of a hard fought match.
CAV 17s Velocity came out as champions at this weekend's UVA Memorial Gym tournament.  Velocity showed much poise as they came from behind to win in two critical matches.  First, in a very strong pool, the team went to the deciding game of the final match to beat Roanoke Juniors 26-24 and clinch a playoff birth.  After winning in the semi-final against Blue Ridge Juniors, Velocity once again faced Fredericksburg, the team that finished first in their pool, and previously beat Velocity 21-25, 21-25, 21-25.  In the final, after dropping the first game 18-25 to a much taller Fredericksburg team, Velocity stormed back to take the second game 25-15.  Memorial Gym was a raucous place for the championship game.  Velocity brought their best 
blocking and digging game at the right time to shut down a powerful Fredericksburg offense.  Combined with a high success kill rate, the championship went to the CAV 17s with a solid 15-8 win. 
          The Velocity attack was well balanced.  Jordan Richardson led the way with 22 kills, combined with Caitlyn Shelley (20), Jerri Armstrong (19), Allie Garwood (16), Laura Wilson (14), Jenn Donaldson (8), and Sadeeka Dosu (7).  Donaldson's jump serve resulted in a team leading 9 aces. Caitlyn Shelley had 9 blocks.  Lena Pimentel ran the offense tallying 106 assists.  Darby Wheeler led in digs, providing the team with accurate pass reception and solid back court defense.
Coach Hughes success rate continues to climb as the season progresses. 
She once again showed her mastery of strategic line-up changes and match-ups to manufacture a championship win.  Rumor on the street is that the opening at Stanford is looming.  However, overheard with reporters after the game, Coach Hughes showed much concern over her current assistant coaching staff.  "There may be changes in that situation if they don't pick it up....  They can't even seem to carry the water bottles, med kit, and ball bag.  Is that my job?  I don't think so."  Names of the assistants were not disclosed, but one them, apparently from Waynesboro, was heard saying "It's been a long day and I've got quite a piece to go to get home".   The other exclaimed, "My knee hurts, there's a chesterfield waiting for me at home."
14’s Spankies: They May Be Small But They Play with Lots of Heart

The Spankies finished second in the Memorial Gym Tournament on March 4, falling several points short of winning the 14’s championship. The Spankies ended the day with an overall game record of 6-2. 

The diminutive squad started strong with two quick victories over the Augusta Aces and Shenandoah Valley. The team then split their next match with Culpeper, by scores of 22-25 and 25-20.  The Spankies saved their best performance for last against heavily-favored Roanoke. They split games with the experienced and much taller Roanoke team: 23-25 and 25-21 in a match that featured multiple lead changes, good hitting and digging, and dramatically long rallies. Since Roanoke had a better games-won percentage on the day, they were awarded championship honors.

Kristen Pack spearheaded the Spankies aerial assault with a team-high 25 Kills and 5 Blocks. Also contributing big numbers at the net were Sarah Harper (10 Kills), Kellen Haley (9 Kills), and Abby Wheeler (8 Kills). Riley Martin dished up the most assists, with 15. But Megan Adams and Harper were not far behind, with 12 a piece.  Defensive standouts included Harper--who had 13 Digs--and Pack—who collected 12 Digs. Jessica Grubb was third highest in Digs, with 10. Elizabeth Via also put on a stellar backcourt show, registering 8 Digs. 

Harper led all servers with 17 Aces. Via drilled 6 Aces and Haley recorded 5. Savannah Crowder did not miss a serve all day and registered 3 Aces.  The Spankies are coached by Western Albemarle’s Head Coach, Lance Rogers, and Kaitlyn Kostelec. The team is idle this weekend, but will return to action March 24th and 25th in Williamsburg at the Revolutionary Rumble.

