Charlottesville Area Volleyball dominate JMU Tourney
  




On Super Sunday, CAV 17’s Young Gunz came out blazing and went undefeated in their quest for the tournament Championship at JMU’s Godwin Hall.  In pool play, the Young Gunz were efficient in capturing the top seed by winning all 3 matches while dropping just one out of 9 games.  In the playoff semifinals, the Young Gunz found themselves matched up with the other CAV 17's team, the Cyclones.  While it was a hotly contested match, the Gunz prevailed in two games. 
 
In the finals, the Young Gunz found some much needed energy and quickly took game 1 against the Clash from Northern Virginia.  However, the Clash came out strong in the second game and won.  In the final game of the match, the Gunz were determined to play strong as they claimed the championship with a 15-9 victory.  Kara Elder, Hannah Lawson, Laura Gomez, Sarah Harper, and Kayla Walker, Sarah Deal and Alex Ernst gave solid contributions at the net and on defense while Meg Carpenter and Abby Hendrix dished out numerous assists from the setting position.  
 
The Young Gunz also finished 4th in a 24 team tournament in the Monument City Classic on January 19-21st.  For the Season, the Young Gunz are a combined 12-1 in matches.
CAV’s other 17’s team, the Cyclones, took the court for the first time this seasonl. Coached by Lindsay Von Herbulis, this team of 11 would see for the first time just how well they could play together. “Our team is represented by five different area schools. This tournament showed that the schools just didn’t matter – they get along like they’ve been playing together for years,” Lindsay Von Herbulis remarks.

The Cyclones were off to a great start as they defeated their first two opponents, Blue Ridge 17-1 and Diamond Juniors 17’s, with a 6-0 game start in pool play. In the third match in pool play, the Cyclones faced Clash Eruption and dropped three sets, ending pool play in second place with a 6-3 finish and clinching a playoff berth.

The first playoff match felt too close to home as the Cyclones were pitted against their club ally, the very talented Young Guns. In a very exciting match, the Cyclones lost both sets with a 20-25, 20-25 finish.

“This gym houses very different memories for some of my girls. Two years ago, it was my first coaching experience ever. I was coaching a CAV 15’s team, and four of the girls I’m coaching now were on that team. We lost every game – they haven’t let me forget it. Today, I couldn’t be more proud of what they’ve all accomplished” Von Herbulis said.  Cyclones consist of Kate Puryear, Emily Strauss, Emily Inzana, Katie Mastropaolo, Shannon Bodkins, Cally Troutman, Alex Ordel,  Brittany Parnell, Kaitlin Driver, Shelby Linthicum, and Caitlin Smith.  
The Cyclones and Young Gunz will return to the court at Western Albemarle High School on Sunday, February 17 when CAV will host 4 courts of tournament play.  Come on out and see what Junior Olympic Volleyball is all about.  For more information go to www.eteamz.com/vva.  
