Dear CAV parents:

At the CAVC tournament over the March 1-2 weekend we witnessed several incidents involving parents from several other teams—not ours—who displayed poor sportsmanship by obnoxiously cheering against opponents, directing negative comments at opposing players and coaches, and verbally berating officiating crews. There were two particularly shocking episodes involving spectators approaching the scorer’s table during a match to complain about the quality of officiating.

Even though CAV parents, by contrast, displayed good manners throughout the weekend, we think this is a good time to remind everyone that in CAV we expect spectators affiliated with our group to:

· remain in the spectator areas during all games unless there is an emergency;

· refrain from coaching your daughter from the stands;

· refrain from giving the coach pointers on how to coach, manage the team, or handle on-court disputes;

· respect the integrity of the officials and not advise them how to call the match;

· model good sportsmanship by treating coaches, officials, tournament directors and players of all teams with courtesy and respect;

· applaud good play regardless of who makes it and avoid cheering against opponents;

· refrain from directing negative comments at opposing players or coaches; and 

· learn the rules of the game to help better understand what is happening on the court.
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