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Last Thursday the Maxwell Football Club held its annual award banquet.  The club was founded over 60 years ago to honor local high school and college football players and teams.  The Souderton Area Youth Football Association was represented by three of its former players.  Matt Freed of Souderton, Alex Holcombe of Germantown Academy and Shea Wisler of Upper Perkiomen were three of 52 athletes honored with Mini-Max Awards, given to players who exhibit prowess on the football field, excellence in the classroom and dedication to community service.
Players are nominated from schools in the Philadelphia area, including South Jersey and Delaware.  Each nominee writes a one-page essay and gets other letters of recommendation from the community.  Over 150 athletes applied with just 52 receiving honors.
“It was fun, interesting,” said Holcombe. “It was great being there with all these great players from around the area.”  Freed sat at a table with Quakertown quarterback Jim Bowman, running back Da’Rel Scott of Plymouth Whitemarsh and Brent Carter of Pottsgrove.  “It was cool to see all the area players,” said Freed. “I know a lot of them.”
Bowman might have known Freed up close and personal if he hadn’t been sidelined after the sixth game for the rest of the season.  One player each year is awarded the club’s highest honor The Jim Henry Award.  This year’s recipient was Downingtown East quarterback Pat Devlin.
Freed was a standout two-way player for Souderton this year.  He rushed for 1,325 yards and 14 touchdowns and caught one touchdown pass among his 200 yards receiving. On defense he recorded 111 tackles, 15 for a loss, seven sacks and one blocked punt.  In the classroom where he is ranked 277 of 514, he has made the honor roll four times.  He also works part time for his church youth group and Bible study group.  He has also volunteered time to youth sports camps.
Holcombe is also a running back/linebacker at GA.  In only seven games, he rushed for 1,059 yards, averaging 151 yards per game and 6.75 yards per carry. Last year he missed 1,000 yards by just two. In the past two years, he has rushed for over 100 yards in 13 games and over 200 in two games. Holcombe also runs track and won the National AAU Championship in the decathlon.
A wide receiver, Wisler caught 42 passes for 757 yards, an average of 18 yards per catch and scored five touchdowns.  As a kick returner, he ran for 289 yards and two touchdowns.  His longest was 89 yards.  On defense, he recorded 47 tackles, one sack and two interceptions.  He also plays basketball and baseball.  He has made the honor roll in every marking period in high school and received the Citizenship Award as well as the Presidential Physical Fitness Award.  He is active in his church youth group and coaches in the community youth sports programs.
Freed and Holcombe have been teammates, competitors and supporters of each other for over 12 years. The two had the opportunity to get re-acquainted at a reception before the banquet.  “I’ve been reading in the paper about him,” said Holcombe, “and saw what a great year he had. It was nice to see him again.”  They first played soccer together, as a five and four-year old respectively, with the legendary coach Tom McArdle.  They both then moved on to football, a sport each has loved from day one.  They played on the same football team twice and while on the 125-pound team, they were in the backfield together and each rushed for over 1,000 yards that season.

Imagine if they had been in the same backfield this season at Souderton.

“I think about it sometimes,” said Holcombe, “But I’m happy where I am.”

When not on the same team, they were cheering for each other. Freed and Holcombe also played together on several baseball teams and wrestled together in the Souderton youth wrestling program.  During the fall of 2002, these two once again found themselves playing football together on the prestigious Little Quakers, Freed as a linebacker and Holcombe as a running back.  Freed will go on to play college football and Holcombe has one more year remaining at Germantown Academy and then hopes to also play college football.
Holcombe and Shea Wisler were also teammates in the SAYFA organization. They were both key players, Holcombe a running back/linebacker and Wisler a receiver/defensive back, on the 1999 95-pound team that won the Pop Warner National Championship. In 2001 they played together on the undefeated 125-pound team (the year after Freed played 125), which went to the regional championships.

