2008 NFHCA ANNUAL CONVENTION

Division II Membership Meeting Action Items

January 4, 2008

Moderator: Coni Fichera, Division II Group Representative
In Attendance: AIC, Assumption, Bryant, CW Post, ESU, FPC, Kutztown, UMass/Lowell, Philadelphia, Merrimack, Millersville, Saint Anselm, Saint Michael’s, Shippensburg, Southern Connecticut

The Division II Membership discussed and took action on the following items during its January 4, 2008 meetings:
1. 2007 Action Items Approved with the following notes:

a. All-American Report – In follow-up to last year’s request of a DII requests a “data gathering tool” the committee was instructed to prepare a tool and submit it to the Executive Director prior to the Board’s June meeting for approval.  No data gathering tool was utilized this year as nothing was submitted by the committee for approval.  The Group voted (15-0-0) to recognize the Honda Broderick Cup selection as the Division II National Player of the Year via the press release announcing the All-America selections.

b. All-Star Game Report – After significant discussion over players playing for one tem when they were selected to another.  The selection committee felt strongly that while there were more players selected to the North than the South there was no reason to “balance” the teams. After discussion the group requested and voted 14-0-1 that any changes to teams after selection, regardless of the reason, be cleared through the selection committee.  

c. Coach of the Year – There was significant and lengthy discussion regarding the voting participation from the South for both the regional and national ballots.  The group voted (14-0-1) to request a change in procedure that would EXTEND the REGIONAL Coach of the Year ballot return deadline until the Monday AFTER the DII National Championship.  This would provide the DII membership the best opportunity to select the regional coach of the year, since the DII Final 4 format is the regional final. 

d. National Coaches Poll – The group voted 14-0-1 to keep the final week of the poll and did NOT support ending the poll a week early.  The group recognized while there was better poll participation this year, it needs to continue to increase participation through the later part of the season.  There was also discussion as to the potential elimination of “points” or number of first place votes on the release to discourage any potential voting issues.  Additionally, with this information published it is easy to call into question the validity of the poll on a week when there is less participation.

2. Rules and Umpiring

a. No umpires came to meet with the Division II group
b. Chip Rogers visited to discuss the return of the Defensive Save as a statistical category.  With a pledge of clearer language for the SID as well as the potential for development of an educational Stat video (like basketball and lacrosse) for more accurate statistics.

3. NCAA Issues 

a. The group made a recommendation for the NCAA Division II field hockey committee to EXAMINE the potential option of a Sat-Sun Championship weekend format (13-2-1)
b. The group also requested that the committee examine the feasibility of and potentially seek advisement as to the potential recommendation of seeding the Final 4 teams. (9-2-3)
4. Recruiting Calendar

a. Discussion centered on the quality of life in our current profession and the fact that other sports (most notably w. lacrosse) are examining their recruiting cycles and calendars.  The sentiment was that we would like to participate and have representation on the sub-committee that examines this issue and Carla Hesler(SMC) and Sandy Miller (ESU) would serve to represent DII on a subcommittee.  There was also discussion regarding the ability to join with soccer and water polo for the potential creation of an early signing period, and might that be something that could be addressed with the recruiting calendar sub-committee as an early signing period would have an impact on our recruiting cycle.
b. Division I asked our group to discuss any objections to their proposal for 2 reimbursed/paid for scouting opportunities, which would put our sport in line with lacrosse.  There were no objections from the Division II group (14-0-1)

5. Penn Monto

a. Carol from Penn Monto presented on the surface specific ball and made the recommendation that anytime an artificial surface is wet (including rain) a dimple ball would be a better choice.  She also noted that the Kookabura dimple ball while available and a ball of a “different” quality would be most likely cost prohibitive for most everyone at our Division.

b. There are currently only two “wet” turfs in Division II and the group did not feel that the wishes of the DI membership for a specific dimple ball for the National Championship Tournament would effect DII in an adverse way.  The group 14-0-1 voted to support the recommendation for a surface specific ball : Grass: Penn Monto Elite; Filled Surface: Penn Monto Game; Wet Turf: Dimple ball (Kookabura would be a supported choice).

6. Other Business

a. Division II National Scholar-Athlete of the Year Proposal

Chip Rogers presented to the group the potential for a new award for the Fall of ’08-09.  The award would be selected for the All-America selections by the National Academic Team selection committee.  The award would be based upon both outstanding academic and athletic performance. The recipient must come from the list of All-America selections.  The group voted to support the creation of the new award 14-0-1.
b. Yellow Card Procedure

Division II requested we look at their recommendation for the yellow card procedure.  The group discussed (at length) the lack of continuity with the issuance and monitoring of a yellow card.  The group voted not to support the DIII proposal unless it was amended as follows: “When a player or coach is issued a yellow card both coaches must be notified of the duration of the yellow card by the official at the time of the infraction.  The time of suspension should be not less than 5 minutes and not greater than 10 minutes for the yellow card.  The scorer’s table is responsible for monitoring the time of infraction and re-entry of the player/coach.” (14-0-1)
c. Overtime

i. The group was again asked by DI to revisit the issue of modifying the OT procedure.  The general feeling of the group is that the “issues” faced by DI with overtime are not generally faced at our division and that most all are incurred due to the philosophy of the coach.  The general feeling of the group is that many of those concerns would be eliminated with the removal of strokes from the OT procedure since it seems the quality of the game is adversely effected by coaches “playing for strokes”.

ii. The brainstorming suggestion of the group is for one 15 minute sudden victory 7v7 period with 3 defenders on PC’s in regular season.  If the game remains tied then it ends in a tie.  In the postseason (i.e. conference trn and national trn) the OT would be 15 minute sudden victory periods played at 7v7 and 3 Defenders back on PC’s until a result is reached NO PENALTY STROKES.
d. Vacant DII representative to the NFHCA Executive Board

The group was advised with Bryant University moving to DI for the fall of ’08 that there would be a need for a new DII member to represent the Division on the Executive Board.  I thanked the group for their support and the opportunity to serve them. I shared with them that representing them on the board has been a tremendous experience.  It is often difficult for our Division to be heard in national scene and even harder given the lack of notoriety of our sport.  However, the Executive Board of the NFHCA not only seeks out our input for our Association to be effective it requires it.  Representing DII on the NFHCA Executive Board is one of the rare chances for DII field hockey to be an active agent for change in our sport and I would urge them not to miss on this chance to make sure the Division is represented in what is an exciting time for US field hockey.

e. Convention

A straw vote of 15-0 was taken to examine DISNEY as a future site option.  It was recommended by the group to examine the possibility on that year to adjust the date of the convention to the dates surrounding the Disney Showcase.
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