
SHADOW MOUNTAIN LITTLE LEAGUE

CHILD PROTECTION NOTICE
Shadow Mountain Little League (SMLL), as with all Little Leagues throughout the world, relies on adult volunteers to run our baseball program.  It is a group of dedicated people who coach the teams, umpire the games, serve on the board of directors, and others who help with special events on or off the field.  Our Board of Directors has a responsibility to ensure that the children who participate in our league, whether they are our children or the children of others, are protected and safe.  We take this responsibility very seriously.

The Little League Child Protection Program has a goal to educate children and volunteers in the prevention of child abuse within our local Little League.  Little League regulations explicitly state "No local league shall permit any person to participate in any manner, whose background check reveals a conviction for any crime involving or against a minor."   This would include Managers, Coaches, the Board of Directors, and any other volunteers or hired workers, who provide regular service to the league and/or have repetitive access to, or contact with, players or teams.

Background checks were optional until the 2003 season.  Recent advances in computer technology - allowing greater access to public records - make it possible for background checks (at a minimum, to check whether an individual is a registered sex offender in a given state) to be conducted in every U.S. state.  SMLL is required to have EVERY volunteer in our league complete an official "Little League Volunteer Application", as well as provide a government issued photo ID for verification, prior to the individual assuming any duties for the current season.  A letter, which includes a copy of the completed background screening report and Summary of Rights, will be sent to every volunteer where a criminal record from the public records database is reported to MMLL. 

SMLL STRICTLY ADHERES TO THESE REGULATIONS AND MANDATES THAT VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS WILL BE COMPLETED AND BACKGROUND CHECKS WILL BE PERFORMED ANNUALLY ON ALL NEW AND RETURNING INDIVIDUALS THAT HAVE ANY REPETITIVE CONTACT WITH OUR PLAYERS, EITHER WITH ON-FIELD OR OFF-FIELD SMLL SPONSORED ACTIVITIES.  SMLL WILL NOT PERMIT ANY PERSON TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY MANNER IF A BACKGROUND CHECK REVEALS A CONVICTION OR GUILTY PLEA FOR ANY CRIME INVOLVING OR AGAINST A MINOR.

Failure to do so may result in the suspension or revocation of our tournament privileges and/or SMLL's charter, by action of the Charter or Tournament Committee in Williamsport.  Compliance is a condition of membership in Little League. The results of the background checks are reviewed by only one Board member, usually the SMLL President, and are destroyed at the end of the season.  When improper behavior is indicated, the member may consult with the Board and/or SMLL Executive Committee for a decision.

Little League International and SMLL have adopted the use of Choicepoint.com, a database site that contains over 200 million criminal convictions, for background screening.  Though Little League International requires members to search a minimum of the Department of Justice National Sex Offender Registry, this special Internet site includes a state-level sex offender search for all 50 states and may uncover violent criminals who could pose potential danger to players and associates.  The background checks on Choicepoint.com meet or exceed the requirements set forth in the official Little League Regulations, and the cost is paid by SMLL.

Note: You may research further information on www.shadowmountainll.com, www.littleleague.org, and littleleague.choicepoint.com.
Thank you for your understanding.

The SMLL Board of Directors 
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