Scituate Little League

Umpire Field Clinic

The most important thing to remember…SAY IT LOUD, SAY IT PROUD

First Base

· Be ready and aware for a check swing call

· Put yourself at a good angle to make the call

· The closer the play, the more animated and loud a call should be

· You must show your call and say your call.  SAY IT LOUD, SAY IT PROUD

· On a ball hit to the outfield, move onto the infield grass and make sure the runner touches the base

Second Base

· Let the ball turn your head.  This means that you should not turn to quick on a double play.  Make sure the ball is being thrown from second to first.  

· Be ready to make multiple calls on one hit.  There could be a call at second, then quickly a call at first.  

Third Base

· Be sure to get a good angle.

· Know who (plate umpire or field umpire) his this call

· Many times the slide rule will come into play at third base.

Home Plate

· Be consistent with your strike zone

· Be sure to keep the chest pad up.  Don’t drop it as the pitch comes in.  Cover your shoulders.

· Keep your clicker current.  Be sure to click every pitch

· Work on your strike calls.  Know what you are going to do before your first game.

Important Notes

· Dress warm for the early season games

· Both umpires should have and use a clicker

· Turn your cell phones off

· Make your calls loud.  You will avoid many arguments this way

· Be sure to show your call.  Don’t be afraid to practice the calls at home

· Judgment calls are just that…your judgment.  Don’t change your judgment call.  If it is a rule call, talk it over with the other ump and get it right.  That is the most important thing.  

· You should never get yelled at by a coach.  If you do the right thing (make a strong call, have your cell phone off, show up on time, do your very best) a coach should never yell at you. 

· Never yell back.  Be the bigger man

