Scituate Little League Umpires

Important Points To Remember For Each and Every Game
Pre Game

· Be at the field 15 minutes before the start of the game

· Introduce yourself to the coaches

· Sign your name in both the home and visitor scorebook

· Go over all ground rules with both coaches…holes in the fence, out of play area, etc.

· Check all of your equipment, make sure it all fits and is comfortable

· Meet with your partner.  They are your only friend on the field.  Know who is calling safe and out at what base.  Know who will make foul ball calls.  Go over Infield fly signals
During the Game

· Hustle, Hustle, Hustle.  This is a job and you are being paid…Act like it.  

· Put yourself in the proper position to make the right call

· Say it loud and say it proud.  Let everyone in the park know the call.

· Let them see your call

Strike Zone

· It is a strike if any part of the ball touches any part of the strike zone

· The strike zone goes from the letter to the knees and covers the entire width of the plate

· As a matter of practice, at the minor and major little league levels, the strike zone should expand because pitchers have trouble throwing strikes.  Your goal as umpire is to encourage hitting and keep the game moving.  When a new batter steps into the batters box, decide where the strike zone is based on the players normal hitting stance.  If you call a pitch a strike, it has to be hittable with normal natural effort.  The key is to be consistent for all batters throughout the entire game.

Slide Rule

· If the fielder is not making a play on the ball the runner has a right to the base path

· If the fielder does have the ball or is making a play to get the ball the runner must slide or avoid the fielder

· This is still a judgment call, don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.  You must judge who was wrong, the fielder or the runner
