NWLL GROUND RULES 2004

1. The pre-game warm-up (thirty minutes maximum; less time if required to start the game on time) shall be evenly divided between the visiting team and the home team with the visiting team taking the first portion and the home team taking the second portion. The batter’s box, if chalked, shall not be occupied during either warm-up period.

2. On any field, when a player from a game being played on a different field touches a ball put in play from a different game, the ball will be ruled dead and the umpire(s) shall apply the same rule as fan interference.

3. Field rules for specific playing fields are as follows:

· Soundview 1:  The out-of-play line shall be an extension of the of the backstop fences.  All other area within the fences will be considered playable territory, UNLESS a game is in progress on Soundview 2 at the same time.  In the case of a simultaneous game on Soundview 2, a ball reaching the infield of Soundview 2 shall be ruled dead and a ground rule double. 
· Soundview 2:  The out-of-play line shall be an extension of the of the backstop fences.  All other area within the fences will be considered playable territory, UNLESS a game is in progress on Soundview 1 at the same time.  In the case of a simultaneous game on Soundview 1, a ball reaching the infield of Soundview 1 or touched by a Soundview 1 outfielder shall be a home run.  As Soundview 1 is played on by Junior and Senior level players, an individual with a baseball glove should be placed in the outfield to ensure that outfielders on Soundview 2 are not hit by a fly ball coming from Soundview 1.  It is the responsibility of coaches and umpires on Soundview 2 to ensure this individual is in place.
· Soundview 3:  The out-of-play line shall be an extension of the of the backstop fences.  A ball hit fair down the right line and bounding or rolling down the hill out of sight shall be a home run. All other area within the fences will be considered playable territory, UNLESS a game is in progress on Soundview 4 at the same time.  In the case of a simultaneous game on Soundview 4, a ball reaching the infield of Soundview 4 or touched by a Soundview 4 outfielder shall be a home run.
A ball that reaches the batting cage shall remain playable unless it gets caught in the batting cage netting.  In that instance, the fielder should signal by raising both hands or by umpire judgment it shall be ruled a double or more bases are awarded based on umpire judgment.  For example, if the batter / runner has passed 2nd base before it is possible for a play to have been made if the ball had not been tangled in the fencing, the batter / runner shall be awarded 3rd base.

· Soundview 4:  The out-of-play line shall be an extension of the of the backstop fences.  A ball hit fair down the left line and bounding or rolling down the hill out of sight shall be a home run.  All other area within the fences will be considered playable territory, UNLESS a game is in progress on Soundview 3 at the same time.  In the case of a simultaneous game on Soundview 3, a ball reaching the infield of Soundview 3 or touched by a Soundview 3 outfielder shall be a home run.
A ball that reaches the batting cage shall remain playable unless it gets caught in the batting cage netting.  In that instance, the fielder should signal by raising both hands or by umpire judgment it shall be ruled a double or more bases are awarded based on umpire judgment.  For example, if the batter / runner has passed 2nd base before it is possible for a play to have been made if the ball had not been tangled in the fencing, the batter / runner shall be awarded 3rd base.

·  North Acres 1:  The out-of-play line shall be an extension of the of the backstop fences.  All other area within the fences will be considered playable territory, UNLESS a game is in progress on North Acres 2 at the same time.  In the case of a simultaneous game on North Acres 2, a ball reaching the infield of North Acres 2 or touched by a North Acres 2 outfielder shall be a home run.  A ball that disappears by rolling into the high weeds at the end of the outfield shall be ruled a home run, based on umpire judgment.
· North Acres 2:  The out-of-play line shall be an extension of the of the backstop fences.   A ball that disappears by rolling into the high weeds at the end of the outfield shall be ruled a home run, based on umpire judgment.
3.  All players must either be on the field or in the dugout during the course of the game. At no time shall players climb up the fences. No game participant shall bring food or drink to the coach’s box, or out on the playing field.

